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"Small Business Act" for Europe - Step by Step

“The SBA brings the full weight of Europe behind SMEs - enlisting all the resources of Europe to help small business in their daily business and to clear the path for those that want to create more jobs and grow in Europe and beyond."

Günter Verheugen, Vice-President of European Commission 
European Commission unveiled the "Small Business Act" for Europe (SBA) on 25th June 2008. SBA is based on 10 guiding principles which intend to introduce the conception and implementation of policies, meant to be undertaken by both, the EU and Member States (MS). The ultimate aim is to improve growth and potential of SMEs and to create employment and prosperity. The EC has also proposed number of new legislation measures (general exemption regulation by category relating to State aid, regulation on a future European private company statute and a directive on reduced rates of VAT)
	31 January 2008
	Public Consultation 

The European Commission has launched a public consultation that run until 31 March 2008.

	21 April 2008
	Written Declarationon the Small Business Act 

Application on the Commission and the Council to adopt a politically binding tool. Withheld on 04/09/2008 by 333 of 782 MEPs.

	25 June 2008
	"Small Business Act" for Europe  was adopted

	17 - 18 July 2008:
	Informal Competitiveness Council Meeting

Ministers considered ways of accelerating growth for small and medium-sized businesses in Europe and examined how the EU can help business face the foreign challenges of a globalised economy.

	September 2008
	Reporters of the European Parliament appointed 

	25 - 26 September 2008
	Competitiveness Council Meeting
EU competitiveness ministers announce their intention to adopt SBA at December European Council

	8 October 2008:
	CEBRE Business Breakfast

	1 - 2 December 2008:
	Competitiveness Council Meeting
Last Competitiveness Council meeting before the European Council to discuss SBA

	11 - 12 Dec 2008: 

	European Council 
SBA should be approved at the summit by all 27 Member States. 

	before June 2009:
	European Parliament
The SBA package should receive “green” from the European Parliament before the June 2009 elections.
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