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European Economic and Social Committee

Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption

Single Market Observatory
	
	Brussels, 27 April 2009


Invitation to a hearing on 

"Legislative Obstacles to the Single Market – Findings of the Czech Civil Society" 
on Monday 25 May 2009, from 2.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
at the Czech Chamber of Commerce, 
Freyova 27, 190 00 Praha 9

Dear Madam, Dear Sir,

With the backing of the Council of the European Union, the European Commission and the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee set up in 1994 a Single Market Observatory (SMO) within its organisational structure, in order to assess, on a continuous basis, the progress of the European Single Market, the largest market in the world.

At the request of the Czech EU Presidency the Single Market Observatory is drafting an exploratory opinion on The impact of legislative barriers in the Member States on the competitiveness of the EU, which is focusing among others on achieving an internal market free of administrative obstacles and overregulation.

The Single Market Observatory, therefore, has pleasure in inviting you to its hearing on "Legislative Obstacles to the Single Market – Findings of the Czech Civil Society" on Monday 25 May 2009, from 2.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. at the Czech Chamber of Commerce, Freyova 27, 190 00 Praha 9.
The purpose of the hearing on 25 May, which addresses essentially day to day users of the Single Market (businesses, with a special emphasis on SMEs, liberal professions, consumers and citizens in the broader sense) and not just lawyers (whose viewpoints are also most welcome), is both to learn from your experience in adapting to the Single Market's requirements and to present our on-going work on these issues. In this way, we can establish a fruitful dialogue while focusing on the problems experienced by Czech socio-economic players and engage in an exchange of views on how to remove obstacles to the Single Market.

A number of Czech socio-economic organizations are being invited and we would be very happy if you could join us. Please reply by using the enclosed form, before 13 May, indicating whether you or someone else representing your organisation will be able to attend. Participation is free of charge, but the Committee will not cover any travel or other expenses.

	
	Yours faithfully,
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Jorge Pegado Liz

Chairman of the Single Market Observatory


Encl.:
Draft programme


Registration form

Interpretation from Czech, French, English and Portuguese 
into Czech, French and English
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___________________________________________________

HEARING

of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)

"Legislative Obstacles to the Single Market – Findings of the Czech Civil Society"

___________________________________________________

Date:

Monday 25 May 2009

Venue:

Czech Chamber of Commerce
Freyova 27, 190 00 Praha 9
DRAFT PROGRAMME
	1.30 p.m.
	Coffee and registration of participants

	2.00 p.m.
	Opening speech by Mr Bryan Cassidy, Chairman of the Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption, EESC



	2.05 p.m.
	Speech by Mr Radek Pažout, Secretary General of the Czech Chamber of Commerce 

	2.10 p.m.
	Speech by Mr Jan Hebnar, Director, Single Market and Services, Ministry for Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic
Speech by Mr Vít Samek, Head, Legal Department, Czech-Moravian Confederation of Trade Unions (CMKOS), Czech Republic
Intervention by Mr Tomáš Liškutín, Manager for International Affairs, SOS ‑ Consumer Association, Czech Republic


	2.30 p.m.
	Intervention by Ms Nathalie Berger, European Commission, DG Internal Market and Services

	
	

	2.40 p.m.
	Opening remarks by Mr Jorge Pegado Liz, Chairman of the Single Market Observatory, EESC



	2.45 p.m.
	Presentation of the studies on the obstacles to the Single Market by the Technical University of Ostrava (Ms Magdaléna Kubečková and Ms Jana Drastíková) and the secretariat of the Single Market Observatory (SMO) of the EESC (Ms Claudia Drewes-Wran, Mr Jean-Pierre Faure) 

	3.15 p.m.
	Presentation of the EESC opinion on "The Impact of Legislative Barriers in Member States on EU Competitiveness" by the rapporteur Mr Joost van Iersel


	3.30 p.m.
	Coffee break

	3.45 p.m.
	Open debate on "A Europe without (legislative) barriers" – views and findings of Czech users of the European Single Market



	5.00 p.m.
	Promoting instruments to overcome obstacles in the Single Market: SOLVIT (Ms Eva Semeraková)

	5.20-

5.30 p.m.
	Closing remarks by Mr Jorge Pegado Liz, Chairman of the Single Market Observatory, EESC
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European Economic and Social Committee

Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption
Single Market Observatory
REGISTRATION FORM

HEARING

"Legislative Obstacles to the Single Market – Findings of the Czech Civil Society"
on Monday 25 May 2009, from 2.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.

at the Czech Chamber of Commerce, 

Freyova 27, 190 00 Praha 9
Please complete this form and return it before 13 May 2009 to Mr Jean-Pierre Faure in the SMO Secretariat: fax : +32-(0)2-546.93.20, e-mail : smo@eesc.europa.eu
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes, I will participate in the public hearing

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No, I will not participate in the public hearing

Would you be interested in taking the floor in the hearing on 25 May?


Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Which additional topics related to the Single Market would you wish to be discussed in the hearing?

.................


Notwithstanding your participation, please do feel free to send a short contribution by e-mail!

Organisation 


Surname 
 First Name


Title and position 


Address 


Postal Code / Town 
 Country 


Telephone 
 Fax 


Electronic mail 


If you are replacing someone, please indicate his/her name and surname below:


.................


Participation is free of charge, but the Committee will not cover any travel or other expenses.
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