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Position paper of ČESMAD BOHEMIA, the association of Czech road transport operators and the Transport Union of the Czech Republic on the review of Directive 1999/62/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 1999 on the charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures (Eurovignette).

Approval of the new proposal of “Green Package”, would have a significant impact on the transport in the EU and consequently on the whole economy in the EU. Therefore, it is necessary to find the right balance between the environmental requirements and the economic reality by ensuring the competitiveness of European transport sector. The Proposed instrument must be appropriate, examined in details and based on deep analysis to tackle the external costs of transport must be examined.

· The transport sector is very much affected by the increasing fuel prices. They provide already a very strong incentive to use vehicles as efficiently as possible, avoid unnecessary transport and consider other transport modes.

· Beneficial effects for the environment are not guaranteed. As is stated in the Commission’s “Strategy for the internalisation of external costs” road transport demand is not especially price sensitive, often due to the lack of alternative solutions (e.g. lack of adequate capacity on other transport modes, lack of capacity or missing infrastructure for co-modality, inaccessibility of some destinations by other transport modes). Additional charges will certainly decrease investments in modern vehicles being more environmental friendly. 

· This is why increased charges may not have the desired effect of a reduction of environmental impacts. To the contrary, affected companies may have to postpone investments into more modern vehicles or facilities enabling co-modality due to this additional drain on their resources. 

· Objective quantification of external costs is almost impossible. Despite efforts by the Commission to draw up a science-based calculation model for external costs, there cannot be objective criteria for their calculation, as external costs cannot be quantified exactly. Therefore it can lead to any kind of discrimination between the transporters from different member states and between various means of transport. External costs must also be taken into account. 

· The costs of congestions are already internalised via the time and money lost by vehicles stuck in congestions. So, the Czech transport operators request to discard them from the proposal.  

· It is necessary to guarantee equal treatment and conditions for the all types of transport in relationship to the investments and external expanses.

· The charges perceived by the member states must be reinvested into infrastructure. 

· Guarantees are needed that there will be a level playing field in the treatment of all modes of freight transport in relation to infrastructure charging and the internalisation of external costs, and revenues from road freight transport should be earmarked for reinvestment in road freight transport in order to reduce its externalities 

· It is also difficult to internalized Costs of accidents and CO2-emission. CO2 and accident costs should not be considered as external costs to be internalized. CO2 costs are already covered by fuel taxation, and accidents are covered by insurance Premium
· The electronic charging system must be put into action. Therefore, the member states should accelerate the adoption of Directive 2004/52 on the interoperability of electronic road toll systems in the Community for the all systems.

· Double charging is unacceptable. Two-thirds of the externalities (99% when congestion is not taken into account) are already   internalized by road freight transport. Congestion should not be on the list of external  costs which still need to be internalized
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